
 
 
 
 
 

June 3, 2013 
 
 
Dr. Robert D. Ballard, PhD 
President 
Ocean Exploration Trust 
P.O. Box 529 
Old Lyme, CT  06371 
 
 
Dear Bob: 
 

As	
  per	
  our	
  agreement	
  for	
  the	
  upcoming	
  mission	
  offshore	
  to	
  assess	
  the	
  deep	
  water	
  site	
  
known	
  as	
  the	
  “Monterrey	
  Wreck”	
  or	
  Wreck	
  15577,	
  The	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  and	
  its	
  partners	
  want	
  to	
  
formally	
  recognize	
  and	
  have	
  mutual	
  agreement	
  on	
  some	
  aspects	
  in	
  advance	
  of	
  the	
  mission	
  as	
  per	
  
the	
  Exploration	
  Services	
  Agreement,	
  Section	
  3(a):	
  “The	
  Client	
  shall	
  not	
  use	
  or	
  publish,	
  or	
  permit	
  any	
  
third	
  party	
  to	
  use	
  or	
  publish,	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  Visual	
  Documentation	
  in	
  news,	
  online	
  media,	
  or	
  K-­‐12	
  educational	
  
venues	
  without	
  OET’s	
  prior	
  written	
  consent,	
  which	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  unreasonably	
  withheld.”	
  
	
  

As	
  noted	
  in	
  Exhibit	
  A	
  of	
  that	
  document,	
  	
  “In	
  addition,	
  the	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  and	
  its	
  partners	
  
have	
  commitments	
  and	
  responsibilities	
  to	
  ongoing	
  protection,	
  analysis,	
  outreach,	
  and	
  education,	
  
which	
  include	
  a	
  partnership	
  with	
  ExploreOcean	
  and	
  the	
  THC	
  for	
  a	
  post-­‐expedition	
  educational	
  
program	
  as	
  per	
  the	
  requirements	
  of	
  the	
  principal	
  sponsor.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  and	
  
its	
  partners	
  require	
  use	
  of	
  imagery	
  and	
  data	
  for	
  media,	
  websites,	
  and	
  other	
  non-­‐commercial	
  
products	
  in	
  furtherance	
  of	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  agency	
  goals.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  intended	
  nor	
  shall	
  construe	
  
competition	
  with	
  OET’s	
  goals,	
  the	
  intent	
  being	
  an	
  open	
  and	
  transparent	
  partnership	
  including	
  OET.”	
  
	
  

By	
  this	
  letter,	
  the	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  and	
  its	
  partners	
  seek	
  prior	
  written	
  consent	
  for	
  the	
  
following:	
  
	
  

1. Participation	
  in	
  the	
  mission	
  at	
  the	
  ECC	
  by	
  a	
  senior	
  editor	
  or	
  correspondent	
  of	
  Archaeology	
  
Magazine	
  for	
  a	
  pending	
  future	
  story	
  on	
  this	
  wreck	
  and	
  the	
  process	
  by	
  which	
  the	
  partners	
  
will	
  work	
  at	
  sea	
  and	
  later	
  to	
  potentially	
  identify	
  it	
  through	
  documentation,	
  excavation	
  and	
  
laboratory	
  work,	
  with	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  feeds.	
  	
  Any	
  requests	
  for	
  specific	
  imagery	
  will	
  come	
  from	
  
Archaeology	
  through	
  the	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  and	
  its	
  partners.	
  
	
  

2. Participation	
  in	
  the	
  mission	
  at	
  the	
  ECC	
  by	
  ExploreOcean	
  and	
  the	
  Texas	
  Historical	
  
Commission	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  generating	
  a	
  post-­‐mission	
  K-­‐12	
  educational	
  packet	
  on	
  the	
  
forensics	
  of	
  the	
  wreck	
  identification	
  processes,	
  including	
  documentation,	
  excavation,	
  and	
  
laboratory	
  work.	
  	
  This	
  package	
  is	
  a	
  requirement	
  of	
  the	
  funding	
  sponsors.	
  	
  ExploreOcean	
  will	
  
make	
  specific	
  requests	
  for	
  imagery	
  and	
  data	
  for	
  the	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  and	
  its	
  partners’	
  joint	
  
review	
  and	
  approval.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
3. The	
  Meadows	
  Center	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  its	
  Government	
  partners	
  (NOAA	
  ONMS,	
  BOEM,	
  BSEE,	
  and	
  

THC)	
  will	
  require	
  the	
  release	
  of	
  images	
  and	
  data	
  for	
  their	
  respective	
  agency	
  sites	
  and	
  media.	
  
The	
  release	
  is	
  anticipated	
  to	
  be	
  minimal,	
  credited	
  and	
  to	
  refer	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  OET	
  and	
  the	
  
Meadows	
  Center	
  sites.	
  

	
  
4. The	
  publication	
  of	
  an	
  active	
  online	
  blog	
  during	
  the	
  project	
  hosted	
  by	
  the	
  National	
  

Geographic	
  Society	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  further	
  general	
  education	
  and	
  outreach	
  to	
  
compliment	
  Nautilus	
  Live	
  via	
  the	
  internet	
  and	
  to	
  raise	
  publicity	
  for	
  the	
  sponsors	
  and	
  
potential	
  future	
  exhibitions.	
  	
  Inasmuch,	
  this	
  will	
  also	
  require	
  the	
  release	
  of	
  images	
  and	
  data	
  
for	
  these	
  purposes,	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  decided	
  upon	
  during	
  the	
  project.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
In	
  addition,	
  future	
  publications	
  both	
  in	
  print	
  and	
  online	
  will	
  also	
  require	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  images	
  and	
  
we	
  will	
  keep	
  you	
  apprised	
  of	
  those	
  as	
  well	
  per	
  our	
  agreement.	
  	
  
 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Andrew Sansom, PhD 
Executive Director 

 
AS/msh	
  
	
  


